[Survey of measures for the prevention of infections in bone marrow transplantation centers].
This paper reports on the results of a survey conducted on the organization of bone marrow transplant (BMT) centers in Italy, with particular attention to the measures routinely adopted for the prevention of infectious complications in BMT patients. In 1997, a questionnaire containing 53 questions with multiple-answers and 15 with single-answer was sent to the 65 Italian BMT centers. The topics addressed in the questionnaire were the following: general structural organization of the BMT center; personnel organization; type of transplants (autologous, allogenic, both); type of protective environment; hygiene measures and food; management of central venous catheters; microbiological surveillance. Fifty questionnaires out of 65 (77%) were available. The analysis of data indicated that most centers (more than 60%) use complex and multiple measures for the prevention of infections. These are mainly represented by careful personal hygiene of the patient, protective isolation of the patient from other patients and relatives; careful washing of personnels' hands before entering patients room; extensive microbiological surveillance. Furthermore, 52% of BMT centers adopt additional measures, such as filtered air, while 22% of centers, on the contrary, lack any air-conditioning apparatus. Overall, the results of the survey indicate that there is a substantial variability in the adoption and evaluation of the impact of such different measures on the incidence of infectious complications after BMT.